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From the Secretary – Maj (Retd) PA Raison

 
 

          THE PARACHUTE REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION 
Patron: HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCE OF WALES, KG, KT, PC, GCB, AK, QSO, ADC 

 

NEWSLETTER 
September 2021 

 
Please see below the monthly news from RHQ PARA. If you have anything you would like to promote in this, 
please send submissions by the 25th of each month to the Secretary at secretary@prahq.com 
 
Topics: 

A. The Parachute Regimental Association Gala Dinner 
B. Regimental Charity Donation 
C. Remembrance Day – Sunday 14 November 2021 
D. 1st Independent Polish Parachute Brigade Monument 
E.  “Theirs is the Glory” 75th Anniversary Gala Screening 
F. Welfare Process 
G. Ernie Sedgwick 100th Birthday 
H. Wilf Oldham 101st Birthday 
I. Coventry/Northampton Branch Summer Event 
J. Guards Para Memorial Dedication 

 
Events 

K. Diary Dates 
 
A. The Parachute Regimental Association Gala Dinner 
Just a quick reminder for all branches that the bookings for the Gala Dinner are going well so if you wish to 
attend remember to book your accommodation early, rooms will go quickly with Coventry being the City of 
culture for 2021. All you need to do is follow the instructions on the letter, no monies will be taken until you book 
out. This provides a great opportunity for anyone who has not been to the National Memorial Arboretum which is 
only a forty-minute drive away, plus lots will be going on in Coventry. 
 
Remember this is open to all Airborne organisations groups so please pass the word on.  
 
The dinner will be held over the weekend 15-17th October 2021, at the The Royal Court Hotel Coventry, CV6 
2EJ.  The event is open to all Branches of the Association and will provide a great opportunity to get together 
with family and friends after a long period of not being able to do so.         
 
There are one, two and three night packages available to those attending.  
Friday:        15 Oct Single Occupancy Dinner, B&B. £70, double/twin occupancy £95 
Saturday:   16 Oct Single Occupancy B&B £55, double/twin occupancy £70   
Sunday:      17 Oct     Single Occupancy Dinner, B&B £50 double/twin occupancy £60   
 
If your plans change and you need to cancel, you can do so up to forty-eight hours before the event. The cost of 
the dinner is £35 per person and includes a three course meal with wine and entertainment.  
 
Full details are available in the attached document.  

mailto:secretary@prahq.com


              

                                                            

              

 

REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER 214015 
RHQ Disclaimer. 
The Office of the Secretary of The Parachute Regimental Association is required to publish a disclaimer concerning any article or idea passed to branches 
by way of this letter. This letter provides a conduit between the branches to allow ideas, articles and topics to be viewed and discussed by the branches.  
Although these ideas, articles and topics appear in this newsletter it does not necessarily reflect the view of this office. 

 
 
 

 
The point of contact for this event is John Carey.  
Tel: 07766724934.         
Email: Jmc9365@msn.com 
 
B. Regimental Charity Donations 
The Parachute Regiment and Airborne Forces Charity (Support Our Paras) is slowly returning to normal and a 
number of fundraising events are now planned. There have been a number of great fundraising events 
organised by individuals and groups to support our charity, which is outstanding. Your continued support to the 
Regimental Charities is vital to the direct support of Airborne Veterans and their families, now and in the future. 
  
C.  Remembrance Day – Sunday 14 November 2021 
This year’s Remembrance Day Parade at the Cenotaph will take place on Sunday 14 November 2021.  
 
Applications are now closed but other spaces may become available to Association members after 15 
September 21. Those that provided email addresses will have received confirmation emails from the RBL. 
Please do not worry if you cannot make it this year. All those that registered in 2020 were automatically 
registered to march in 2021.  
 
Those that registered to march in 2020 have been carried over to 2021. 
 

For planning purposes here are the outline Timings for the Event 

0800       Horse Guards open 

1000       Contingents are to be Assembled ready to march into Whitehall 

1005       Contingents step off from Horse Guards as directed by Parade Marshals 

1050       All contingents to be formed up in Whitehall 

1059       Her Majesty The Queen arrives at the Cenotaph 

1100       Two Minute Silence 

TBC        March Past Starts 

 
D. 1st Independent Polish Parachute Brigade Monument 
The rededication of the 1st Independent Polish Parachute Brigade Monument took place on Sunday 15 August 
2021 at the Manchester Airport Memorial Garden.  
 
The Polish Airborne Brigade received their name in September 1941 in Scotland under the command of then 
Colonel Stanisław Sosabowski. It was formed originally for the exclusive mission to be dropped into occupied 
Poland to help the Polish Resistance during the National Uprising. 
 
Known as the 1st Independent Polish Parachute Brigade, it was the only part of the Polish Armed Forces fighting 
alongside the Allies, initially subordinate to the Polish Government in Exile and later, from June 1944, under the 
command of SHAEF (Supreme Headquarters of Allied Expeditionary Forces) where they fought in the 
Netherlands on Operation Market Garden, September 1944.  
 
The Brigade began training at Largo House, Scotland, then continued their training at No. 1 Parachute Training 
School RAF Ringway which is now Manchester Airport. On the 27th June 1998 a Monument was unveiled 
dedicated to the 6000 Polish Officers and soldiers of the 1st Independent Polish Parachute Brigade and 
members of the Special Operation Executive who undertook parachute training together with nationals including 
those of Belgium, France, Netherlands, and Norway at Ringway during WWII. 
 

mailto:Jmc9365@msn.com
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The 15th August is what is known as ‘Polish Armed Forces Day’ as it was on this day in 1920 that the Polish 
Army defeated the Soviet Army in the Battle of Warsaw during the Polish-Soviet War in the aftermath of the 
Great War. To celebrate this special day, the Consulate General in Manchester decided to rededicate the 1st 
Independent Polish Parachute Brigade Memorial. Due to the weathering of the original plaques which were 
unveiled on the 27th June 1998, the three replacements were made in marble for longevity and engraved in 
white. 
 
At the event, the ‘new’ Memorial was unveiled by the Consul General Mr Michal Mazurek and Dr Jeremy 
Sosabowski, the great grandson of General Sosabowski. There followed speeches by the two aforementioned; 
Colonel Mieczysław Malec, Defence Attaché from the Embassy of the Republic of Poland in London; Kristina 
Havard (Arnhem Fellowship member) on behalf of the STS 43 Cichociemni Associates UK; Chairman Artur 
Bildziuk of the Polish Airmen’s Association UK and Mr E Wilczynski of the Polish Combatants Organisation. 
 
The event was well attended by many guests including Mr Joe Hardicker North-West Regional Secretary of The 
Parachute Regimental Association and Standard Bearers, Polish Scouts from the Manchester region, The 
Coordinating Chaplain of Manchester Airport The Reverend George Lane; and Father Karol Rogaśik. 
It was a very moving and dignified ceremony. 
 

 
Regional Secretary Joe Hardicker and Standard Bearers  

              
The service of dedication to the Polish memorial 
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E. "Theirs is the Glory" 75th Anniversary Gala Screening 
The Airborne Assault Museum is proud to have partnered with the Parachute Regiment Lodge to 
present a screening of "Theirs is the Glory" to celebrate the 75th anniversary of its premiere.  
 
First shown in Britain, Holland and Canada it became the biggest grossing UK war film for nearly a 
decade. Ulsterman Brian Desmond Hurst was possibly the UK’s most prolific conflict film director.  
 
Join us on Saturday 25th September 2021 for an exceptional evening in a unique location. The Airborne 
Assault Museum thanks the Parachute Regiment Masonic Lodge for the use of Freemasons' Hall, a 
stunning Grade II* listed Art Deco building in the heart of London.  
 
The screening will be preceded by a reception, heritage display and a talk from ex Para and famous 
militaria expert Bruce Crompton. His show Combat Dealers (Quest channel) follows him and his team 
hunting for precious and valuable pieces of 20th century military machines and restoring them to their 
former glory. Bruce is an ambassador of the Airborne Assault Museum. 
 
To book a ticket please visit: 
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/theirs-is-the-glory-75th-anniversary-gala-screening-tickets-
166025838753?aff=ebdssbdestsearch 
 
Cost: £30  
Dress code: Lounge suit & tie 
 
Key information 
18.00: Reception 
19.00: Talk by Bruce Crompton 
19.30 – 21.00: Film screening 
 
Location: Freemasons Hall London WC2B 5AZ 
http://paralodge.co.uk/ 

 
 
F. Welfare Process 
For serving personnel please contact your Unit Welfare Officer (UWO) in the first instance for any welfare 
support. 
 
For veterans please contact the Support our Paras (the official charity of The Parachute Regiment) Welfare 
Team for any queries. 
 
Laura McPhilemy, Head of Welfare. Email: HoW@supportourparas.org  Tel: 07702 190685 or  
 
Lisa Stapleton, Welfare Cell Manager. Email: wm@supportourparas.org Tel: 01206 817103 
 
We are based within RHQ PARA in Merville Barracks, Colchester.  
 
Support our Paras can assist any past or present member of The Parachute Regiment or wider Airborne Forces 
plus their families if eligible.  
 
If you require financial assistance please contact either SSAFA 0800 731 4880 info@ssafa.org.uk or the RBL 
0808 802 8080 info@britishlegion.org.uk in the first instance. You will be allocated a caseworker who will 
complete a Form A request for assistance with you. This will then be sent to the Support our Paras Welfare 
Team for consideration.  Successful grants are issued swiftly back to the caseworker for onward payment. 
Urgent grants can be made on the day if required. This process is both confidential and transparent, providing 
an audit trail.  
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/theirs-is-the-glory-75th-anniversary-gala-screening-tickets-166025838753?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/theirs-is-the-glory-75th-anniversary-gala-screening-tickets-166025838753?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
http://paralodge.co.uk/
mailto:HoW@supportourparas.org
mailto:wm@supportourparas.org
mailto:info@ssafa.org.uk
mailto:info@britishlegion.org.uk
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G. Ernie Sedgwick 100th Birthday 

On Monday 30 August, veteran Ernie Sedgewick celebrated his 100th Birthday. Members of the Teeside Branch 
visited Ernie who had his card from the Queen proudly on display. Happy Birthday Ernie. 

 

H. Wilf Oldham 101st Birthday 
Not to be outdone, Wilf Oldham this year celebrated his 101st birthday on the 28th August 21. He can be seen 
here at his home. Happy Birthday Wilf 
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I. Coventry/Northampton Branch Summer Event 

The Coventry and Northants Branches held their Summer Spectacular at the Old Leamingtonians Rugby Club 
on Saturday 14 August 21. The day was a great success and we have to be thankful that the weather was on 
our side. The day consisted of a series of stands, Parachute Display by the Jump Dogs and entertainment 
including a closely fought Rugby match between the three teams that entered. Forces Barbarians were not the 
victors on the day unfortunately and are on the lookout for new players to get involved. The evening’s 
entertainment was rounded off nicely with a band who played late into the night. Veterans turned up from a very 
wide area and era, which was great to see. Well done to Tom Blakey and Hugh Keir for pulling it together. 

 

Just some of the Veterans that made it to the event 
 

 
Forces Barbarians celebrate with a beer 

J. Guards Para Memorial Dedication 
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The dedication of The Guards Para Association Memorial (Guardsmen of the Sky) will take place at the National 
Memorial Arboretum (NMA) on Friday 8 October 2021 at 1200 and will be conducted by Canon Alan Hughes.  
The founder of the GPA, Major General Sir Robert Corbett KCVO CB will carry out the unveiling.  There will be 
a full dedication service lasting about 40 minutes, supported by the band of The Coldstream Guards. 
  
The event will be supported by senior Household Division personnel, and Regt Lt Cols and COs.  The Colonel 
Commandant of The Parachute Regiment the President of the SAS Association, CO 3 PARA and 6 (Gds) Pl 
(subject to their FOE) will also be invited.  
  
It is very important that they know numbers that will be attending are attending to arrange a suitable 
reception after the dedication. Please respond, using the contact details below if you do wish to attend.   
  
The information required is as follows:  

 Name 
 Number in party 
 Any special requirements re diet - i.e. vegetarian 
 Chair for the service – the majority will remain standing 
 Transport from the car park at the NMA to the memorial – the NMA will provide (at cost to the GPA) 
 Any other information that pertains to your particular needs for the dedication 

  
Please let me know by email, phone/voicemail/text 
  
jimheycock@gmail.com 
Mob: 07825 444366 
 
EVENTS 
K. Diary Dates 
Event information for 2021 is available on the website so please take a look: 
https://theparachuteregimentalassociation.com/events/ 
 
If you have any dates for 2021 please let me know at the earliest opportunity so that they can be added to the 
diary. Information for events in 2022 can be sent to include on the website forecast of events. Full details of 
events should be sent when available and updated accordingly. 
 
 
11 Sep 21 Airborne Cocktail Party   London 
 
11 Sep 21 Friends of the Tenth book signing and memorial service 
For more details: FOTT 2021 
 
12 Sep 21 Op Market Garden Pde and Service  Somerby 
For more details, please contact  derekpeters@ntlworld.com or Somerby 2021 

 
22 Sep 21 PRTA AGM      Online 
 
17-19 Oct 21 PRA Dinner     Coventry 
 

Details of all these events and others are available on the Web Page at 
www.theparachuteregimentalassociation.com 

 

Paul Raison 
 

Attachments: 

1. Colonel Commandants letter to Soldiers, Veterans and Families. 

mailto:jimheycock@gmail.com
https://theparachuteregimentalassociation.com/events/
https://theparachuteregimentalassociation.com/events/remembering-the-tenth/
mailto:derekpeters@ntlworld.com
https://theparachuteregimentalassociation.com/events/the-somerby-commemoration-of-operation-market-garden-2019/
http://www.theparachuteregimentalassociation.com/

