From the Secretary – Maj (Retd) PA Raison

THE PARACHUTE REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION
Patron: HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCE OF WALES, KG, KT, PC, GCB, AK, QSO, ADC

NEWSLETTER
1 December 2019
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A.
Another Busy Year
This has been a very busy but rewarding year for the PRA. In this 75th Anniversary year of Normandy and
Arnhem, the Association has been involved at a high level, up and down the Country and abroad. Branch
Members have organised and delivered large scale events that they should be proud of, in order to preserve the
memory of past ‘Airborne’ Operations and events. The support that Branch members have given to these
events is nothing less than outstanding, so thank you all.
Moving into the New Year, we have a number of key events to look forward to. The 75th Anniversary of the
Ardennes and Rhine Crossing will take place over the period 20-26 March 2020. RHQ Para will also continue to
support the major Commemorations of Normandy and Arnhem. The Regimental Commemoration will be the
main UK based event for the Association in 2020 so please get involved. Details of other events will be available
shortly and the events list on the website updated on a regular basis.
The Association is going from strength to strength. Yes, there are issues in certain areas and yes, numbers are
low in some Branches. However, compared to other groups, organisations and associations we are in a good
place. A number of new Branches have formed this year (Northampton and North East Somerset) and we have
welcomed on board the Para Field Ambulance Old Comrades Association. Well done to all those who were
involved in taking these forward and for having the patience and determination to see it through to fruition.
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Finally, on behalf of RHQ Para, Julia and myself, I would like to wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year.
B.
Proof of Service
The Parachute Regiment and Airborne Forces is a popular ‘Brand’ that people like to be associated with. So
much so, that this year we have encountered an increased number of characters who have cashed in on our
reputation. Unfortunately, most of the cases we deal with occur when someone has died and often involve third
parties (families). This is very upsetting for the families they leave behind who have to deal with the
consequences of their actions.
This has called for a higher level of checks and confirmation of service that will continue. Alarmingly following
one particular case it would appear that people already had their doubts but allowed it to continue for many
years. There should be no embarrassment in asking individuals to provide proof of service as it may prevent
alarming and distressful situations in the future.
‘Stolen Valour’ will not be tolerated and all individuals will be checked to the best of our ability and as records
and access allow. If any of your members have not registered with the PRA please do so to avoid any
unnecessary anguish to your family in the future.
C.
Memorial Service
Seven member of the families of L/Cpl Steven Wilson, Pte Donald MacAulay and Pte Matthew Marshall who
were murdered at Drumgath, Rathfriland on 18th November 1989, attended a service of Remembrance
organised by the RBL Rathfriland. Wreaths were laid at a new memorial at the site.

Members of the families lay wreaths at the new memorial
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Members of the Northern Ireland PRA
D.
Regional Secretary Vacancies
Due to personal circumstances, a number of vacancies for Regional Secretaries for The Parachute Regimental
Association now exist. The purpose of the Regional Management Committee is to manage the affairs of
each Region. This is achieved by:
1) Holding regular Regional Management Committee meetings
2) Offering support and advice to branches on Constitutional and Charitable matters.
3) Coordinate and plan regional events.
4) Providing a forum for the exchange of ideas and information pertaining to the region.
Vacancies exist in the following Regions:
1) South East
2) London
Anyone who is interested in filling one of these appointments is kindly asked to notify the Secretary. All
enquiries will be treated in the strictest confidence. The applicant must be a PRA member and ideally be
actively involved with one of the Branches. Once any nominations have been received the applicants will be
passed to the Branches within the Region for discussion. For further details please contact the Secretary on:
secretary@prahq.com or 01206 817073.
E.
Bloody Sunday
Please see the attached document regarding the charging decisions being challenged by family’s lawyers.
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F.
Field of Remembrance
The annual Field of Remembrance service at Westminster Abbey took place on Thursday 7 November 19. The
Regimental Veteran Representative was Tom Shaffer. The event was attended by HRH Prince Harry
accompanied by his wife Meghan. Also in attendance was Lieutenant General James Bashall CB CBE in his
new role as National President of the Royal British Legion.

Tom Shaffer meets HRH Prince Harry

PRA Admin Julia Weymouth

HRH The Duchess of Sussex

Left: Maj Gen James Bashall
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G.
Parachute Regimental Association Diaries
The Parachute Regimental Association Diaries are still available for 2020. The style of the diary is the same as
last year with a Red flash on the front and back cover with the Regimental Badge overlaying the Pegasus and
Parachute Regimental Association printed in silver with an organiser diary and notepad.
The delivered price, per diary including postage and packing will be £3.20 with a minimum order to meet this
price of 8 diaries. This is excellent value for money.
Can I please ask all Branches and individuals to promote this to their members as a priority? To order please
contact: Michael Hurst Tel: 0151 547 4776 Email: michaelwhurst@yahoo.co.uk
H.
Bridge to Liberation Screening
Veterans Wilf Oldham and John Jeffries were special guests at the screening of the ‘Bridge to Liberation’ shown
at the Odeon Manchester on Sunday the 17th November. They were hosted by Lieutenant Colonel Rob Arts,
Military and Air Attaché at the Dutch embassy and his team.

Wilf Oldham, Lt Col Rob Arts and John Jeffries

Sergeant Wilf Oldham and John Jeffries were two of the Arnhem veterans featuring in the film documentary
showing what “the Arnhem Spirit” means for veterans, their families, and the people of Arnhem. The
documentary was shown on Dutch national television prior to the remembrance activities in Arnhem last month.
It was shown in Manchester, especially for veterans who were not able to travel to Arnhem this time.
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I.
Remembrance Day in Bolton
Remembrance Day Parades and Services were held around the Country on Sunday 10 November. Jonny
Maude, a senior member of the Bolton PRA and a veteran of 3 years REME in Palestine 1945 to 1948 and 4
years 13th Battalion The Parachute Regiment 1952 to 1956, took part this year.

Jonny Maude takes a breather minute before the parade in Bolton
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J.
Polish Airborne Trip
Gordon Sillito of the Coventry Branch makes an annual trip to Poland to visit the Polish 6 th Airborne. The threeday trip starts with a church service in the local garrison. On the second day transport was provided to visit two
of the three Parachute Regiment camps in Southern Poland. The all-day event allowed them a free reign around
the units and Gordon was amazed to see just how large the Polish Airborne is.
On the third and final day there was a full Regimental Parade with full orchestra band. Liaison officers helped
answer any questions and the Polish Airborne proved to very efficient and extremely professional. Looking at
the photo we can see why Gordon keeps going back.

Gordon and his Polish Liaison Officers
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K.
Christmas Hampers 2019 – Final Call
The Airborne Forces Security Fund (AFSF) has once again confirmed the provision of Christmas Hampers this
year to the value of £85. They will be distributed to proven ex-Airborne soldiers and their dependents in need.
They do not have to be members of the Parachute Regimental Association. The hamper comprises of 60 items
delivered in a sturdy cardboard box anywhere in the UK with postage included in the price. In each box is a
letter wishing the recipient 'Christmas Greeting from the Chairman, Trustees and staff of the Airborne Forces
Security Fund'. Many of the recipients are widows or widowers living alone and the items have been chosen
with the idea that several meals could be made up from the hamper contents.
Each PRA branch is asked to give us the name of three recipients, however, this is not a hard and fast rule, so
as to exclude anyone in need. Regional Secretaries have the option to nominate an additional three worthy and
eligible named recipients. The AFSF also send hampers to our annuitants and those living in Stoll. In addition,
we send cheques for £85 to those living in 'military' residential care on their behalf, for example, Scottish
Veterans Homes, Queen Alexandra Hospital Home, Star and Garter Home and Erskine. We also send cheques
to those living in non-military homes.
Our Chelsea Pensioners receive a cheque for £25 as this is the stated limit set by The Royal Hospital. However,
in order to make up the £85 they also receive a slightly reduced hamper. Attached to this newsletter are the
covering letter and the application form, which must be filled in completely regardless of the method of delivery
and returned to Mrs Gwen Appleton at the Airborne Forces Security Fund, RHQ PARA, Merville Barracks,
Circular Road South, Colchester, CO2 7UT by Friday 13th December 2019.
L.
Welfare Process
The Regimental Welfare Team at RHQ is ready to help, at short notice anyone, who requires assistance. In
November they made 21 grants totalling £21,536.53.
The system is very simple and available to assist any member of the Parachute Regiment or Airborne Forces in
need. The process is designed to ensure transparency and provide an audit trail for any assistance given, which
is a lawful requirement.
The first part of the process must be initiated by a SSAFA or RBL caseworker. They will complete Form ‘A’
which is then submitted to the Regimental Welfare Team. They will then allocate funds from the Regimental
Charities as required. The following numbers are very useful and should be used if you do not know your local
SSAFA or RBL office number:
SSAFA Helpline:

0800 731 4880

RBL Helpline:

0808 802 8080

Any individual or Branch that requires assistance from the Regimental Welfare Team can call them on: 01206
817102 (Laura) or 01206 817103 (Sue). All information shared is confidential. See the website for further
details.
EVENTS
The events calendar on the website is being constantly updated. If you are organising an event in your area,
please let us know so that we can promote the event on the website and Facebook page.
M.
Pass out Parades (POP)
The scheduled Pass Out Parades for 2019/2020 are as follows:
809 Oudna
810 Arnhem
811 Normandy
812 Breville
813 Bruneval

Fri 14 Feb 20
Fri 17 Apr 20
Fri 19 Jun 20
Fri 7 Aug 20
Fri 9 Oct 20
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The parades take place at Helles Barracks, Catterick. The support that members of the Association give to our
recruits is outstanding. Please ensure that you make contact with ITC Catterick CSM at:
John.Willis443@mod.gov.uk prior to attending as cancellations do occur, due to non-formation or
amalgamation.
N.
Diary Dates
The diary is filling up now for 2020. Further event information is available on the website so please take a look:
https://theparachuteregimentalassociation.com/events/
If you have any dates for 2020 please let me know at the earliest opportunity so that they can be added to the
diary. Full details of events should be sent when available and updated accordingly.

2020
6 - 8 Mar 20

2 PARA Reunion

Blackpool

david.singletary@ntlworld.com

Mob: 07940 576977

1 PARA Reunion

Blackpool

arthur1para@outlook.com

Mob: 07747 155261

20 - 22 Mar 20

3 PARA Reunion
3parareunionclub.co.uk

Blackpool

20-26 Mar 20

Ardennes/Rhine Crossing

France, Belgium, Germany

20 - 23 Mar 20

Ardennes

23 - 26 Mar 20

Rhine Crossing

24 Mar 20

Op VARSITY Act of Remembrance Marks Hall, Earls Colne

12 - 16 Mar 20

POC: Dave Singletary

POC: Arthur Mullander

The Service starts at 1050 hrs. Please allow time as it is some distance from the entrance. Lunch/refreshments
will be available in the tea room afterwards.
9 May 20
4 PARA Reunion
Leeds
POC: Les Ratcliffe, 07711 853103 or Dave Macaulay, 07731 824247
16 May 20

PARAS 10

Colchester

20 Jun 20

PRA Annual General Meeting

National Memorial Arboretum

20 Jun 20

Regimental commemoration
Service

National Memorial Arboretum

Details of all these events and others are available on the Web Page at
www.theparachuteregimentalassociation.com

Paul Raison
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