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                1 July 2019 

 
Please see below the monthly news from RHQ PARA. If you have anything you would like to promote in this, 
please send submissions by the 25th of each month to the Secretary at secretary@prahq.com 
 
Topics: 

A. RHQ Notice 
B. Brass Pegasus for Branch Standards 
C. Certificate of Insurance – Public Liability 
D. Charity Commission News 
E. Regimental Commemoration Day – NMA 
F. Paras in New South Wales 
G. Welfare Process 

Events 
H. Pass Out Parades 
I. The Airborne Soldier – Aldershot 
J. Lincoln Branch Arnhem 75 Event 
K. Friends of the Tenth – 10 Para Memorial Unveiling 
L. ARNHEM – Oosterbeek Cemetery Parking 
M. Red Devils Reunion 
N. Diary Dates 

 
A. RHQ Notice 
Please note that as we enter the holiday season RHQ will be on reduced manning at various times throughout 
July and August. Please bear with us over this period. 
   
B.  Brass Pegasus for Branch Standards 
In 2017 one of our members (Mike Harrison) managed to secure the services of a foundry that could produce a 
Brass to adorn the top of the Branch Standards. A number of Branches have since asked for them. Mike has 
very kindly agreed to take this on again and the foundry has agreed to make a new batch if required. The cost of 
the Brass Pegasus (last time) was £105. The cost this year will be published as soon as we know it. If any 
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Branch would like to purchase a Brass Pegasus for their Standard then please let me by email at 
secretary@prahq.com  Photographs of the finished product can be seen below. 
 

        
 
C. Certificate of Insurance – Public Liability 
The new policy is now in place for 2019-2020, with all changes that were notified to us. Thank you to all those 
that have forwarded their affiliation fees to Julia. The annual Affiliation Fee remains at £50 this year. Payment 
can be made by cheque payable to: The Parachute Regimental Association or by BACS transfer to: Sort Code 
16-19- 26, Acct No 19954846. Please ensure you use your Branch name as a payment reference so that we 
can track payments.  
 
Please remember that the insurance provides cover for your Branch Standard and all Accoutrements up to 
£1000 and the Certificate of Third Part Liability covers you for all Branch collections and public events. The 
certificate will not be issued to any Branch that has not paid the Affiliation Fee for 2019-2020.  
 
D.  Charity Commission News 
The Charity Commission News is a quarterly newsletter, which provides essential information for charity 
trustees and their advisers. This is vital reading for any trustee within the Branches and provides a wealth of 
information on new ways in which to boost charity funds for organizations of all sizes. Further details can be 
found at: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/charity-commission-news 
 
E. Regimental Commemoration Day – NMA 
The annual service of Remembrance for all conflicts that The Parachute Regiment and Airborne Forces have 
been involved in, was held at the National Memorial Arboretum on Saturday 22 June 19. The Annual General 
Meeting of the Association was very well attended and the President, Lt General Sir John Lorimer addressed 
those present. The service of Remembrance was led by Jerry Sutton, a former Padre of 4 PARA and included 
the dedication of the Para Field Ambulance Old Comrades Association Standard. The day was blessed with 
excellent weather and lunch was served in the new, permanent building. Attendance was very good and was 
made up of PRA members, Next of Kin, family and friends.  
 
This year we were especially pleased to see a number of WW2 veterans and welcome seven members from the 
Royal Hospital Chelsea. My thanks to Sid Wilson for arranging this, despite not being able to attend himself.  
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NMA 2019 
 

 
 

PRA Members around the Memorial 
 

 
        The Band of The Parachute Regiment                                       The Standards march on             
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NMA 2019 
 

 
               RHC Veterans lead the parade                                                  Members march on 
 
 

 
                                Many were determined to take part by any means available 
 
 

 
               Service led by Padre Jerry Sutton                              Lt Gen Sir John Lorimer lays a wreath 
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F.  Paras in New South Wales 
Our colleagues in New South Wales recently commemorated the 75th Anniversary of Normandy.  
 

    
          Garrison Church D Day Service                              Members with some of the French Contingent 
 

 
The photograph show WW2 veteran Joe Counter with 
Mick Shervington OBE at North Rocks, Sydney. 
 
Joe enlisted at the age of 17 and served in France. He 
was evacuated from Dunkirk as part of Operation 
Dynamo in June 1940.  
 
Joe volunteered for Airborne Forces and qualified as a 
military parachutist at RAF Ringway in 1942. He was then 
posted to the 3rd Battalion, The Parachute Regiment, 
where Mike was the Commanding Officer prior to his 
retirement.  
 
In November 1942 he flew into North Africa as part of 
Operation Torch, parachuting into and capturing the 
German airfield at Bone in Tunisia. 
 
Joe was taken prisoner and was held in several POW 
Camps in Italy, Austria and Germany until he was 
liberated on 11th April 1945. Joe was demobbed in June 
1946. 
 
Decorations: African Star – Defence Medal – Dunkirk 
Medal.       
  
 
 

 
G. Welfare Process 
The Regimental Welfare Team at RHQ is ready to help, at short notice anyone, who requires assistance. 
 
The system is very clear and available to assist any member of the Parachute Regiment or Airborne Forces in 
need. The process is designed to ensure transparency and provide an audit trail (unlike others) for any 
assistance given, which is a lawful requirement.  
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The first part of the process must be initiated by a SSAFA or RBL caseworker. They will complete Form ‘A’ 
which is then submitted to the Regimental Welfare Team. They will then allocate funds from the Regimental 
Charities as required. The following numbers are very useful and should be used if you do not know your local 
SSAFA or RBL office number: 
 
SSAFA Helpline: 0800 731 4880 
 
RBL Helpline:  0808 802 8080 
 
Any individual or Branch that requires assistance from the Regimental Welfare Team can call them on: 01206 
817102 (Laura) or 01206 817103 (Sue). All information shared is confidential. See the website for further 
details. 
 
EVENTS 
The events calendar on the website is being constantly updated. If you are organising an event in your area, 
please let us know so that we can promote the event on the website and Facebook page.   
 
H.  Pass out Parades (POP) 
The scheduled Pass Out Parades for 2019 are as follows: 
 
805 Normandy  Fri 16 Aug 19 
806 Tamera   Fri 13 Sep 19 
807 Breville   Fri 11 Oct 19 
808 Bruneval   Fri 29 Nov 19 
 
The parades take place at Helles Barracks, Catterick. The support that members of the Association give to our 

recruits is outstanding. Please ensure that you make contact with ITC Catterick CSM on ITC-
2ITBPARACSM@mod.gov.uk prior to attending as cancellations do occur, due to non-formation or 

amalgamation.   
 
I. The Airborne Soldier - Aldershot 
In recognition of the special relationship, formed by members of The Parachute Regiment and Airborne Forces 
from 1950 to 2000. The Airborne Soldier will be unveiled on Saturday 6th July 2019 in Aldershot. There will be a 
parade through the town, followed by an unveiling ceremony in Princes Gardens. There will be hospitality tents 
and other stands in the gardens throughout the day. There will be a large screen near the medical centre so that 
everybody will be able to get a view of the proceedings.  
 
All ex Airborne that wish to be part of the parade, should form up in the area of Willems Avenue at 1030hrs. 
Strict dress code, suited/Blazer, trousers, medals & berets. We are expecting at least 500 to march on the day.   
 
Princes Gardens will not be accessible until the parade halt inside the gardens after the parade.  
 
J. Lincoln Branch Arnhem 75 Event 
The Lincoln Branch have organised an event to mark the 75th Anniversary of the Battle of Arnhem on Sunday 18 
August 2019 at Woodall Spa, Lincolnshire. Three Battalions who endeavoured to take the bridge at Arnhem 
were based and trained at Woodall Spa. The outline of the programme is as follows: 
 
09.00 Veterans and their families gather at the Teahouse in the Woods and the Conservative club. There will 

be Marquees in the grounds of the Golf hotel open to the public.  

 

10.00 Veterans move to the muster point for the march to St Peter’s church. 

 

10.30 March to St Peter’s Church. Standards would be welcome. Salute taken by the Lord Lieutenant of 

Lincolnshire & Dignitaries outside The Book Fayre. 
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11.00 Service of Dedication for the New Window. 

 

12.00 Walk from Church to the Golf Hotel and/or the EGU Conference Centre for invited Veteran lunch.  

 

12.15 Flypast by a Lancaster from The Battle of Britain Memorial Flight. 

 

13.00 Lunch for a maximum of 250 guests in the EGU Conference Centre and the Golf hotel. 

 

14.30 Free Concert in Jubilee Park featuring Coningsby Military Wives Choir, Sparkle and other musical 

attractions. 

 

15.00 Free film showing of “Theirs is the Glory” at the Kinema in the Woods  

 
K. Friends of the Tenth – 10 Para Memorial Unveiling 
The Friends of the Tenth would like to invite all to the unveiling of the memorial to the 10th Battalion on Saturday 
7 September 2019. This will be followed by the annual Parade and Service on Sunday 8 September.  
 
All Branches and all PRA members are very welcome. They would especially like as many Branch Standard 
Bearers as possible to join us for both days. 
 
Would you kindly RSVP by following this link to our website and returning the request form: 
 
https://friendsofthetenth.co.uk/unveiling-ceremony/ 
 
For more information, you can email: 
 
unveiling@friendsofthetenth.co.uk 
 
L. ARNHEM – Oosterbeek Cemetery Parking 
As a matter of security and traffic measurers visitors attending the commemoration service on Sunday 22 
September 2019 at the CWGC Oosterbeek should take note of the following: 

 1.  If you are traveling by coach. Please arrive before 10.00 hrs. 

 2. The usual parking area for coaches is not available this year. 

 3.  Up until 10.00 hrs it may be possible to get off the coach near to the cemetery. 

 4.  After 10.00 hrs you will have to walk approximately 1.5 miles from the designated parking area. 

 
M.  Red Devils Reunion 
2019 marks the 55th anniversary since the formation of the regimental free fall team, the Red Devils, in 1964. 
Former team member Jackie Smith is organising a reunion for serving and former team members (including 
guest jumpers, pilots and wives/partners) at the Imperial Hotel, Blackpool (same location as the very successful 
reunion in 2014) over the weekend of 22/23 November 2019. It will take the form of an informal fork buffet 
supper on the Friday evening and a gala dinner on the Saturday. 
 
For further details please contact Jackie at jackie.smith1@ntlworld.com Tel: 01980-594853 or the Imperial Hotel 
at reservations@imperialhotelblackpool.co.uk Tel: 01253-623971. 
 
N. Diary Dates 
There are a large number of events in the calendar for this year and it would be great to see you all at some of 
these. If you have any dates for 2019 please let me know at the earliest opportunity so that they can be added 
to the diary. Details of events should be sent when available and updated accordingly. 
 
 

https://friendsofthetenth.co.uk/unveiling-ceremony/
mailto:unveiling@friendsofthetenth.co.uk
mailto:jackie.smith1@ntlworld.com
mailto:reservations@imperialhotelblackpool.co.uk


              

                                                            

              

 

REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER 214015 
RHQ Disclaimer. 
The Office of the Secretary of The Parachute Regimental Association is required to publish a disclaimer concerning any article or idea passed to branches 
by way of this letter. This letter provides a conduit between the branches to allow ideas, articles and topics to be viewed and discussed by the branches.  
Although these ideas, articles and topics appear in this newsletter it does not necessarily reflect the view of this office. 

 
 
 

6 – 8 Jul 19  ABF Weekend    Aldershot 
 
6 Jul 19  Airborne Statue Unveiling  Aldershot 
 
18 Aug 19  Lincoln Branch Arnhem 75 Event  Woodall Spa 
 
27 Aug 19  40th Anniversary Warrenpoint  TBC (Date may Change) 
 
7 Sep 19  10th Bn Unveiling   Leicester 
 
7 Sep 19  Op BOLD GUARD (Kiel Canal) Glasgow 
 
8 Sep 19  Arnhem 75 Commemoration  Somerby 
 
8 Sep 19  Arnhem 75th Service   All Saints Church, Down Ampney 
 
14 Sep 19  NIVA Service    National Memorial Arboretum 
 
20 – 22 Sep 19 Arnhem 75 Commemorations  Netherlands 
 

Details of all these events and others are available on the Web Page at 
www.theparachuteregimentalassociation.com 

 
 

Paul Raison 
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