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Please see below the monthly news from RHQ PARA. If you have anything you would like to promote in this,
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A.
Cenotaph Parade 2019
There has been a lot of talk on social media in regards to boycotting the Remembrance Day Parade at the
Cenotaph in November 2019. I would like to make it clear that RHQ will not support such action and suggest
that it is not the time or place to protest. Remembrance Sunday, is a day for the nation to remember and honour
those who have sacrificed themselves to secure and protect our freedom in two World Wars and subsequent
conflicts. Applications to march at this year’s parade will open shortly and I would expect to see all our allocated
places filled.
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B.
Support to Soldier ‘F’
We cannot comment on the legal aspects of this case or any other of the current cases. However, the latest
decision to prosecute Soldier ‘F’ came as a shock to everyone. I would like to reassure our members that
Soldier ‘F’ has been offered the full support of Regimental Headquarters and the MOD in terms of welfare and
financial support for his legal costs. As the case develops, we will ensure that regular updates are published and
sent out to Branches so that they can accurately brief their members.
The Regiment will do everything that it can for any of its veterans involved in the various Northern Ireland legacy
cases, in terms of welfare and pastoral support and advice. Any former member of the Regiment who needs
support or confidential advice, should get in touch with Paul Rodgers, who is our Regimental Legacy Officer. He
can be reached on 01206 817072 or paul.rodgers694@mod.gov.uk
C.
Newsletter Format
The PRA Monthly newsletter is in dire need of a revamp and as such we would welcome ideas for a new
version. The ideal would be a two-page newsletter that provides members with up to date and relevant
information in regards to forthcoming events as well as short stories of interest. Any suggestions as to how we
can improve the information we provide to members or additional information we could offer would be
appreciated.
D.
Duxford Museum
On 4th and 5th June 2019, over 30 Dakota aircraft will be assembling at IWM Duxford, also home to your
regimental museum - Airborne Assault.
They would like to invite any Normandy airborne veterans who are not attending the commemorations in
Normandy to come to Duxford. They would also like to interview as many as they can to ensure their histories
are recorded.
Along with the Dakotas, they are set to stage the largest exhibition of airborne equipment since the Second
World War - including Horsa Glider, tetrarch tank, jeeps, bikes, and other kit. It will be a great day out for all the
family and members of Airborne Forces.
If you are aware of any Normandy veterans in your branches, could you please let them know at:
museumcurator@paradata.org.uk They will then discuss the day with you and if they would like to come to
Duxford and be part of the UK based commemorations.
E.

Op BANNER 50 – 14 August 2019

The Royal British Legion has announced plans to host a commemorative event at 14:00hrs on
Wednesday 14 August 2019 to mark the 50th anniversary of the UK Armed Forces’ deployment on
operations in Northern Ireland – the longest continuous operation in British military history.
The event will be held at the National Memorial Arboretum, home of the Armed Forces Memorial.
Event registration and accreditation
Please note that the event will be a closed, accredited event. Invitations and accreditation will be
managed using a similar process to the Remembrance Service at the Cenotaph. Anyone wishing to
attend must register their interest with RHQ PARA by emailing: admin@prahq.com
Your email address will be used to invite you to the event. You will then be sent a link that will allow
you to register your details and your intention to attend. The e-ticket will be sent by email to the email
address you have provided at registration.
To attend, individuals must have been awarded the GSM (NI) (or civilian equivalent in the case of the
emergency services).
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Please note that you will not be permitted to enter on the day if you have not registered
Please visit their website for more information and event FAQs.
If you have any queries, please contact commemorative.events@britishlegion.org.uk
F.
Last Post Information
The names and details of all Airborne Veterans that we are notified about are published in the Pegasus
Magazine. At the moment we are receiving this information from a variety of sources, which is often not
complete. Our limited resources and lack of staff are seriously hindering the confirmation process. It is therefore
vital that all those who notify this HQ of the death of one of our veterans provide the information below:
First Name
Last Name
Known As
Service Number
Date of Birth
Date of Death
Brief Service History/Rank/Regiment/Battalion
Without this information we cannot confirm the identity of the individual or publish the details in Pegasus. We
have no wish to upset the families or colleagues of our lost veterans, who are very keen to see their relative’s
military service in print. The support of all members in this matter is greatly appreciated.
G.
Charity Commission News
The Charity Commission News is a quarterly newsletter, which provides essential information for charity
trustees and their advisers. This is vital reading for any trustee within the Branches and provides a wealth of
information on new ways in which to boost charity funds for organizations of all sizes. Further details can be
found at: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/charity-commission-news
H.
CWGC Voices of Liberation project
2019 marks the 75-year anniversary of D-Day and the beginning of liberation of Europe and the Far-East.
Hundreds of thousands of Commonwealth servicemen and women fought during the Second World War for the
liberty we enjoy today. But that liberty came at a huge cost- more than 600,000 gave their lives and are
commemorated by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC).
Today CWGC’s iconic cemeteries and memorials remain places of pilgrimage for veterans and descendants,
tended by our gardeners and treasured by local communities.
To mark the hard-won battles of 1944, the CWGC are asking the public and supporters of The Parachute
Regimental Association to record their stories and feelings for a unique sound archive, called Voices of
Liberation.
Whether you have served in the war, know someone who did, or have simply visited any of their Second World
War cemeteries and memorials, they would love to hear from you.
For more information and to get involved, please visit liberation.cwgc.org/contribute, email
voicesofliberation@cwgc.org or call +441628507249.
I.
Welfare Process
The Regimental Welfare Team at RHQ is ready to help, at short notice anyone, who requires assistance.
The system is very clear and available to assist any member of the Parachute Regiment or Airborne Forces in
need. The process is designed to ensure transparency and provide an audit trail (unlike others) for any
assistance given, which is a lawful requirement.
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The first part of the process must be initiated by a SSAFA or RBL caseworker. They will complete Form ‘A’
which is then submitted to the Regimental Welfare Team. They will then allocate funds from the Regimental
Charities as required. The following numbers are very useful and should be used if you do not know your local
SSAFA or RBL office number:
SSAFA Helpline:

0800 731 4880

RBL Helpline:

0808 802 8080

Any individual or Branch that requires assistance from the Regimental Welfare Team can call them on: 01206
817102 (Laura) or 01206 817103 (Sue). All information shared is confidential. See the website for further
details.
J.
Affiliation Fees 2019
Thank you to all those that have forwarded their affiliation fees to Julia for 2019. The annual Affiliation Fee
remains at £50. Payment can be made by cheque payable to: The Parachute Regimental Association or by
BACS transfer to: Sort Code 16-19- 26, Acct No 19954846. Please ensure you use your Branch name as a
payment reference so that we can track payments.
K.
Regimental Charity Support to Airborne Veterans
In March 2019 the welfare office at RHQ PARA granted £27329.68 to 38 ex Airborne members and their
families. Support for the Regimental Charities is vital to this continuing. Support Our Paras, the Airborne Forces
Security Fund and The Parachute Regimental Association are the ONLY charities that guarantee their money
will go to support our Airborne Veterans.
EVENTS
The events calendar on the website is being constantly updated. If you are organising an event in your area,
please let us know so that we can promote the event on the website and Facebook page.
L.
Pass out Parades (POP)
The scheduled Pass Out Parades for 2019 are as follows:
803 Oudna
804 Athens
805 Normandy
806 Tamera
807 Breville
808 Bruneval

Fri 19 Apr 19
Fri 21 Jun 19
Fri 16 Aug 19
Fri 13 Sep 19
Fri 11 Oct 19
Fri 29 Nov 19

The parades take place at Helles Barracks, Catterick. The support that members of the Association give to our
recruits is outstanding. Please ensure that you make contact with ITC Catterick CSM on ITC2ITBPARACSM@mod.gov.uk prior to attending as cancellations do occur, due to non-formation or
amalgamation.
M.
4 PARA Reunion
This year’s 4 PARA Reunion will take place on Saturday 11 May 2019. Details as follows:
12:00 for 13:00 start. Dress Smart Casual
Location:
Water Lane Boat House
Canal Wharf
LEEDS City centre
LS11 5PS
2 minutes from the main train station.
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For more information, please contact:
Les Ratcliffe
07711 853103
Dave Macaulay 07731 824247
N.
Red Devils Reunion
2019 marks the 55th anniversary since the formation of the regimental free fall team, the Red Devils, in 1964.
Former team member Jackie Smith is organising a reunion for serving and former team members (including
guest jumpers, pilots and wives/partners) at the Imperial Hotel, Blackpool (same location as the very successful
reunion in 2014) over the weekend of 22/23 November 2019. It will take the form of an informal fork buffet
supper on the Friday evening and a gala dinner on the Saturday.
For further details please contact Jackie at jackie.smith1@ntlworld.com Tel: 01980-594853 or the Imperial Hotel
at reservations@imperialhotelblackpool.co.uk Tel: 01253-623971.
O.
Diary Dates
There are a large number of events in the calendar for this year and it would be great to see you all at some of
these. If you have any dates for 2019 please let me know at the earliest opportunity so that they can be added
to the diary. Details of events should be sent when available and updated accordingly.
8 May 19

VE Day Commemoration

St Martins Church, Bladen, OX20 1RS

11 May 19

4 Para Reunion

Leeds

22 Jun 19

PRA Annual General Meeting

National Memorial Arboretum

22 Jun 19

Regimental commemoration
Service

National Memorial Arboretum

3 – 7 Jun 19

Normandy 75th Commemorations

France

22 Jun 19

PRA Gala Dinner

Bosworth Hall, CV13 0LP

6 – 8 Jul 19

ABF Weekend

Aldershot

6 Jul 19

Airborne Statue Unveiling

Aldershot

7 Sep 19

10th Bn Unveiling

Leicester

7 Sep 19

Op BOLD GUARD (Kiel Canal)

Glasgow

8 Sep 19

Op MARKET GARDEN Commemoration

8 Sep 19

Arnhem 75th Service

All Saints Church, Down Ampney

14 Sep 19

NIVA Service

National Memorial Arboretum

20 – 22 Sep 19

Arnhem 75th Commemorations

Netherlands

Somerby

Details of all these events and others are available on the Web Page at
www.theparachuteregimentalassociation.com

Paul Raison
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RHINE CROSSING “OPERATION VARSITY”
29 March – 1 April 2019
The 74th Anniversary of “Operation Varsity” Commemoration Tour took place over the weekend 29 March – 1
April 2019. The tour was attended by a total of 14, which included 2 veterans (Len Trewin, 8 th Battalion and Bob
Sullivan, 3 PARA Sqn RE) of the battle, family and friends. The Regimental Lt Colonel, Liam Cradden MBE and
the Veterans Officer from RHQ PARA also attended on behalf of the Colonel Commandant.
Saturday 30 March.
Under the careful direction of our tour director, Ralph Bennet, the group arrived at the Rathaus in Hamminkeln
where we were met by the Deputy Bürgermeister and her team of Council officials. The Bürgermeister
welcomed everyone, especially the two Veterans of Op VARSITY that were present. The team signed the
visitors book and posed for photographs with a number of locals that had joined the reception.
The group moved to the Memorial in the Town centre, where a short ceremony was carried out. Wreaths were
laid by the two Veterans accompanied by the Regtl Lt Colonel. This was followed by the Deputy Bürgermeister.
The Regtl Lt Colonel then took the opportunity to thank the Deputy Bürgermeister for their support in the
Commemorations and for joining us at the event.
The group then made the short journey to the
Hamminkeln Railway Station, where a similar
ceremony took place at the 2nd (52nd) Battalion
Oxford and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry
Memorial Stone. The ceremony again included
wreath laying by the Veterans and the Regtl Lt
Colonel as well as by relatives of members of
the unit. The Deputy Bürgermeister laid a
wreath on behalf of the community.

That afternoon the group were treated to an
excellent tour of the Battlefields by Alex, who
used a series of aerial photographs and maps to
paint a realistic picture of Op VARSITY in 1945.
This included visiting the DZ’s used and the
locations occupied by the veterans on the trip.
Len Trewin, our 8 PARA veteran was delighted
to visit the DZ he jumped on and was even able
to identify the rough area he had landed and the
position he occupied afterwards. Both veterans
gave an excellent account of their experience in
this area some 74 years ago which included Bob
Sullivan’s injuries from German Mortar Fire and
subsequent evacuation.

During a previous information gathering tour, Alex had befriended some local German families who very
graciously let us visit their homes as part of the tour. The 97-year-old grandmother of one of them was present
when the battle took place and remembered hiding in the cellar of the house she still lives in.
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We also linked up with a German re-enactment group who showed our veterans a 303 rifle that he had
unearthed at the 8 PARA Mortars location some 5 year previously. The rifle had clearly been damaged by
shrapnel or a bullet but was otherwise in great condition.

Len Trewin (8 PARA)

Bob Sullivan (3 PARA Sqn RE)

Sunday 31 March.
At the Reichswald Forest Commonwealth War Cemetery we were joined by a small contingent from the nearby
RAF base. There followed a short ceremony similar to the previous days. Wreaths were laid by our two
Veterans accompanied by the Regtl Lt Colonel. Wing Commander Pete Clark RAF and his senior Warrant
Officer also paid tribute to those that had lost their lives. Binyon’s Lines was read out by veteran Bob Sullivan, 3
PARA Sqn RE.
On arrival at Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery we were met by a local group including Pastor Rudo Franken,
who officiated at short notice in 2017. We were fortunate to have the services of a bugler to play the last post
and the Royal British Legion Standard Bearer who, under the watchful eye and guidance of the National
Standard Bearer Ken Price, added to the occasion. As part of the service, Binyon’s Lines was read out by
veteran Len Trewin, 8 PARA.
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